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FOREWORD

By Jane Scott, Leader, Wiltshire Council

| am very pleased to present this first joint Management Plan
for the Stonehenge and Avebury World Heritage Site.

Stonehenge, Avebury and Associated Sites is one of Britain’s
best known World Heritage Sites and Wiltshire is proud to
be the home of this international icon. As well as providing
a strong identity for Wiltshire and helping to attract inward
investment to the County, the many visitors to the Site
generate income and employment for our residents.

Management Plans provide the frameworks for the protection
and management of World Heritage Sites to ensure both the
maintenance of their Outstanding Universal Value and guide
their continued sustainable use. They are fundamental to
meeting the UK’s international obligations under the World
Heritage Convention.

Wiltshire Council welcomes the commitment demonstrated
by central government through their investment in working to
achieve a solution to the challenges related to the A303 which
will protect the World Heritage Site and maintain its OUV.
The Council demonstrates its ongoing commitment by hosting
the World Heritage Site Coordination Unit in partnership with

Historic England. The Wiltshire Core Strategy produced by
the Council includes a robust policy for the protection of the
World Heritage Site.

This first joint Stonehenge and Avebury Plan demonstrates the
desire by all partners to work more closely together across
Wiltshire. This will enable the protection and enhancement

of both parts of the World Heritage Site to be achieved in
the most efficient and sustainable manner and its potential
benefits to the County and the community to be more fully
realised. One of the actions in the Plan is the development of
a sustainable tourism strategy, which aims to encourage some
of the one and a quarter million visitors to Stonehenge to stay
longer and explore the wider World Heritage Site landscape
and the County.

[ am grateful to all those people and organisations who

have worked together on numerous projects in both parts of
the World Heritage Site since its inscription in 1986 to bring
about positive benefits for Wiltshire and the UK. | am

sure that this joint Management Plan will prove invaluable

for the continued protection and enhancement of this
internationally important site.

Jane Scott OBE
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PREFACE

The Stonehenge, Avebury and Associated Sites World
Heritage Site covers approximately 52 square kilometres of
land in Wiltshire. This land is densely packed with some of the
finest prehistoric monuments in the world. The Stonehenge
and Avebury World Heritage Site Management Plan sets out
the strategy for the protection of the Site for present and
future generations. It explains the international significance of
the Site, outlines the key management issues and our long-
term aims, as well as the detailed actions for achieving them.

The decision to create a joint Stonehenge and Avebury

Plan reflects recent changes in the governance structure

of the World Heritage Site. These changes include the
establishment of the Stonehenge and Avebury World Heritage
Site Partnership Panel to consider issues that affect both

parts of the World Heritage Site. The Panel also identifies
opportunities for improving awareness and understanding of
the importance of the whole Site through innovative projects
in keeping with the aims of the Plan.

These changes also included the establishment in 2014 of the
Stonehenge and Avebury World Heritage Site Coordination
Unit to work across the whole Site. The Coordination Unit
has been instrumental in the preparation of this joint Plan
and will work thematically with partners across both parts

of the World Heritage Site to implement its actions. This
approach will ensure the most efficient use of resources and
help protect and enhance the World Heritage Site as well as
increase benefits for the local and wider community. The two
Steering Committees at Stonehenge and Avebury continue

to make key decisions and to monitor the implementation

of the Management Plan at a local level. The representation
of the local community on these Committees ensures that
they remain closely involved in the management of the World
Heritage Site. The chairs of both Committees are represented
on the Partnership Panel.

Developing this first joint Management Plan has involved

a large number of people and organisations. We are very
grateful for all their commitment and support. | should
particularly like to thank the Stonehenge and Avebury World
Heritage Site Management Plan Project Board members for
their invaluable help and advice to the authors throughout the
process. | would also like to thank members of the Steering
Committees, the Advisory Forum and wider stakeholders who
have contributed their time, experience and knowledge at a
number of stages during the production of the Plan.

On behalf of all the partners | would like thank the authors
of this Plan who have risen admirably to the challenge

of producing the first joint Management Plan. They have
undertaken an exemplary process of comprehensive and
meaningful engagement across the partnership and with the
wider public to ensure an invaluable far-reaching consensus
on the framework for management of the World Heritage
Site and agreement on the actions that will be undertaken
to achieve its protection and enhancement. Thanks to their
hard work we have an invaluable document to guide our
stewardship of the World Heritage Site over the next

SiX years.

Alistair Sommerlad

Chair

Stonehenge and Avebury World Heritage Site
Partnership Panel
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